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CORBETT ACCEL HEALTHCARE GROUP ANNOUNCES  
RETIREMENT OF COMPANY’S FIRST EMPLOYEE 

 
 

CHICAGO, November 30, 2006 — After more than 40 years with Corbett Accel Healthcare 

Group, Jeri Dowling, Director of Media, has announced that she will retire at the end of the year to 

spend more time with her family. Dowling is one of the first employees hired by the company’s 

founder, Frank J. Corbett.  

“I accept this news with great sadness for our firm,” said Scott D. Cotherman, Chief 

Executive Officer of Corbett Accel Healthcare Group. “I have great admiration for everything  

Jeri Dowling has seen, heard, and influenced for more than four decades with our company,”  

Dowling started with the company in December 1961.   “Frank Corbett called the school I 

went to and asked one of the nuns for one of their best students,” she recalled. “I answered the call 

and I’ve been here ever since.”  

As the agency expanded, Dowling’s professional contributions grew with it. Literally, she 

worked her way up from using mimeograph machines to becoming the company’s media director. 

During her tenure, Dowling has seen the company grow from three individuals to more than three 

hundred people today. Corbett Accel is now one of the largest healthcare communications companies 

in the U.S., with a client roster of blue-chip companies that include Alcon, Bristol-Myers Squibb, 

Merck, Genentech, GlaxoSmithKline, Procter & Gamble, Roche, Sanofi-Aventis, and Wyeth, among 

others.   
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When asked if there was anyone who asserted a significant impact on her career, Dowling 

cited Frank J. Corbett as “my guiding force, giving me my first opportunity, believing in me, 

challenging me to do better, and to aspire to higher roles in the agency.” She said, “He always built 

confidence in your ability to take on more responsibility.”  

Inasmuch as Mr. Corbett inspired her, Dowling continues to inspire others with her 

professionalism. Cotherman is particularly moved by Dowling’s gesture to impart her wisdom in 

retirement to future generations by increasing volunteer work at her local library upon her 

retirement.   

“She is a living legend in our industry and has made a great many friends both within and 

outside the agency during her time here,” Cotherman said, adding, “It would be an understatement 

to say that Jeri has educated many account executives and space representatives about the ins 

and outs of media planning and placement.” 

The company has yet to name Dowling’s replacement, but Cotherman said the company is 

planning to give Dowling a “proper send-off” at year’s end.  The event will be held on November 30, 

2006  to coincide with Corbett’s 45th anniversary—and 45 years to the day Dowling joined the 

company.  

Corbett Accel Healthcare Group (www.corbettaccel.com) is one of the largest healthcare 

marketing communications companies in the U.S. and is a part of Omnicom Group Inc. (NYSE: OMC) 

(www.omnicomgroup.com). Omnicom is a leading global advertising, marketing and corporate 

communications company. Omnicom’s branded networks and numerous specialty firms provide 

advertising, strategic media planning and buying, direct and promotional marketing, public relations and 

other specialty communications services to over 5,000 clients in more than 100 countries. 
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